
November 2015 Church Council Meeting Summary 

 

Our Long’s Chapel Church Council met on Tuesday, November 17th at 6:30PM.  The “worship 

meeting in which business is conducted” began with the church’s Annual Charge Conference, 

followed by the regularly scheduled monthly Church Council meeting. As always, all meetings of 

Church Leadership are open to anyone (except when discussing personnel issues). What follows 

is a brief summary: 

 

Pastor Justin began by lighting the Holy Spirit candle and inviting the Holy Spirit to lead us and 

guide us as we discussed the agenda for our time together. 

 

Pastor Chuck opened the Annual Charge Conference with prayer and a Lectio Divina reading of 

Holy Scripture taken from John 15:1-17, The Vine and the Branches. 

 

Florence Cici, Sonny Lescalleet, Jim Matthews, and John Bickerstaff were recognized by Pastor 

Chuck for their outstanding contribution as volunteers to the ministry of Long’s Chapel. 

 

As part of the Annual Charge Conference, the Church Council affirmed the following: 

1. New committee recommendations as put forth by the Nominations Committee. 

2. Clergy Compensation report for Pastors Chuck, Justin, and Tim 

3. The 1st and 2nd reading of non-attending professing members for consideration for 

removal from Long’s Chapel UMC Membership Roll as required by the 2012 United 

Methodist Book of Discipline, pgs. 159-164. 

 

Church Council’s part of the “worship meeting” was begun with a reading of scripture taken 

from 1Corinthians 12:12-20, One Body, Many Parts. 

 

11 Church Council members were present for this Church Council meeting. 

 

The minutes of the October 20th Council meeting were approved. 

 

Tom Fogarty (Finance Leader) led Council in a discussion of church finances for the period 

January to October 2015. Year to date, total revenues are slightly under budget, but 

approximately 3.8% ahead of the same period 2014. 

 

A report was received from the Trustees concerning Building and Grounds, highlighting the 

work that has been completed through October 2015. 

 

A special called meeting will be held December 1, 2015 with our Building Committee and 

Architects. Ideas and concepts for a Master Plan will be presented. The meeting will begin at 

6:30PM and is an open meeting to all members of Long’s Chapel. 

 

Approved the Long’s Chapel UMC Church Council Covenant. A signing ceremony will be held at 

the January 2016 meeting.  



 

Church Council agreed to continue to explore and discern ideas for ways to improve 

communications with Church members. 

 

Church Council approved the following revised policies: 

1. Employee Selection Policy 

2. Employment of Relatives 

3. Employee Paid Time Off (PTO) 

 

A closed session was held for Staff Parish Relation items. 

 

We concluded our time together with prayer. 

 

The next regularly scheduled Church Council meeting will be held January 19, 2016 

 
 

 


